SMBC Youth Sunday School
Lesson: Luke 2:22-38
Jesus Presented at the Temple
Summary:
In this study, we will first look at how Jesus’ dedication at the temple was distinct from any other child’s
dedication. We will then look at God’s promises. First, we will consider the promise to Simeon and what
allowed Simeon to have this revelation from God, and second God’s promise of salvation to all (these
promises will comprise the bulk of the study.) We will then look at what Simeon foretells about the
suffering of Christ and its purpose, and we will briefly look at the character of Anna and her expectation
and waiting for God. Then, we will reiterate that Christ and his salvation are the focus of this story and
finish with some application questions about our greatest desires and waiting on the Lord.
Introduction:
Who is the person that you would most want to meet? We are talking—you have every autographed
jersey, ball, cd, guitar pick, poster that has ever come from this person. You know everything there is to
know about him, all the songs, stats, every line said in the movies. Then, you find out this person is
coming to your town, and you get to meet him. You’ve waited your whole life for this, and now you get
the chance to see him. How would you react? What would you want to talk about? Would you be too
nervous to even talk?
Today we are learning the story of Simeon, a man who had been waiting with this kind of expectation
for the coming of Christ.
Main Point:
When Jesus was brought into the temple, he is dedicated to the Father’s will, and he fulfills a promise
from God to Simeon that he would see the Messiah.
Setting the Stage:
In order to understand the longing that Simeon had to see Christ, we must look at the time in which he
lived. Simeon was living in a time when there had been no prophets, no word from God, in 400 years. It
had been about 500 years since God’s people had been a free nation. They had served the Assyrians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks and the Romans. In one way or another, God’s people were
longing for a hope, a Savior.
Study:
Luke 2: 22 – 24 - Jesus’ Unique Dedication
According to the Law of Moses, each first-born child was to dedicated to the Lord. Luke quotes Exodus
13:3 here where God has commanded that all the first-born males were to be consecrated (set apart, or
as Luke says, “Called Holy to the Lord”).
Exodus 13 goes on to explain that this was to serve as a reminder of all the Lord had done for his people.
His people were, out of love and obedience, to consecrate their firstborn to him. In accordance with
this, Mary and Joseph offered their sacrifice for their firstborn, Jesus. Their offering of two turtledoves
or two young pigeons was the offering for those who were of poor or modest means, further reflecting
Jesus’ lowly and humble upbringing.
Luke 2: 25-32 - Promise to Simeon
There are two promises that are fulfilled in this passage. First, there is a promise specifically to Simeon

that he would see the Messiah before his death. Although scripture does not explicitly state why this
was revealed to Simeon and not to others, it does tell us three noteworthy things about Simeon. He was
righteous and devout, meaning he followed God’s laws. This is also said of Zechariah, the father of John
the Baptist. We should note through this, that although salvation does not come through our actions,
God uses his people who are diligent to follow him and his commands. Second, Simeon was waiting. All
of scripture implores us to wait for the Lord, and assures us that the Lord comes to those who wait for
him. (See Isaiah 25:9, Psalm 37:4, Psalm 40:1, Galatians 5:5.) Simeon knew that salvation came not
through his own efforts, but through relying on and trusting in the Lord. Third, and most importantly,
the Holy Spirit was upon him. Notice that all of what Simeon understands and does is not out of his own
knowledge but because of the prompting and revelation of the Holy Spirit.
Ask the Students:
What can we learn from Simeon?
The fact that the Holy Spirit was upon him is significant? Why is that? What does it tell us
about where Simeon’s faith and righteousness came from?
If it were not for this fact, we might think that this revelation was made to Simeon because of something
Simeon had done. But instead we see that the Spirit of God envelops this spectacular event in Simeon’s
life.
Promise Greater than Just Simeon
What we need to see here much more than the promise that was given to Simeon is the second promise
that is fulfilled. The passage reiterates that Jesus is the Messiah. The passage tells us that Simeon was
waiting for the “consolation of Israel,” which was a phrase used often in this time period to refer to the
fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah. The promise of the Messiah as the consolation or comfort for
his people is found throughout the Old Testament, particularly in the book of Isaiah. (See Isaiah 40:1-5,
Isaiah 51). These passages speak of God calling to his people to look to him, that his salvation was
coming. Simeon understood that the promise that was fulfilled in him seeing Jesus before he died was
much more than him getting to meet the president, his favorite athlete, or singer. Simeon says that he is
able to depart in peace “for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.”
Ask the Students:
How does Jesus bring consolation, comfort, and peace to his people? What does that look like
in your life?
Simeon understood that this salvation was not just for him, not just for Israel, but for “all peoples.”
Earlier in this chapter, at the birth of Christ, the angels proclaim to the shepherds “good news of great
joy that will be for all the people...a savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Simeon goes on to say that Jesus will
be “a light for revelation to the Gentiles.”
Ask the Students:
What does “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” mean?
Simeon understood the bigger picture. You see many people felt that the Messiah would come to
liberate Israel and restore the earthly might that it had once known. But Simeon, because he was filled
and guided by the Holy Spirit, was able to understand that God’s salvation was much more.

God had made a covenant with Abraham, that his descendants, the Israelites, would be his people and
he would be their God. But even then God told Abraham that through him all the nations of the world
would be blessed (Genesis 12). This would happen in two ways. First, Israel would be a revelation to the
world of what it meant to belong to God. But even greater than that, from Israel would come the
revelation of God, that is Jesus Christ. Although Israel had fallen away, the promise still remained (God’s
faithfulness isn’t contingent on what we do). Even in the passages where God is promising comfort and
redemption to his people, there is still a promise to more than just to Israel, a promise to all flesh (Isaiah
40:5) and to all the nations and all the ends of the earth (Isaiah 52:10). What hope!
God uses Simeon to proclaim the same message that he has been proclaiming throughout history. God
will bless the world, and the blessing that was promised is now here. It is God’s salvation, not just for
Israel, but also for the entire world, for you and for me. This is the Gospel, the “good news,” that God
has brought his salvation to this lost and broken world. Simeon recognizes this because the Holy Spirit
has filled him and revealed it to him.
Luke 2: 33-35 – Jesus’ Suffering and Its Purpose
In these verses, this story of hope and redemption takes somewhat of a somber tone. Although Simeon
rejoices at seeing the Lord’s salvation, he also proclaims that the road ahead for the child Jesus will not
be an easy one. He will cause the “fall and rising of many in Israel” and will meet opposition. Jesus’
ministry was not a popular one at times. He was constantly in opposition to many of those around him,
who strangely enough, as the religious leaders, should have been the ones following him. He would be
constantly questioned, tested, plotted against, betrayed and eventually killed. Simeon recognizes the
pain that this will cause Mary and refers to it as a sword to her soul.
Ask the Students:
While God promises comfort and peace, he never promises that it will be easy. How does this
truth play out in our lives?
This heart wrenching prophecy is not without purpose. It is so “that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.” Jesus’ ultimate suffering on the cross was for the purpose of salvation. This brings us back to
what Simeon recognized, that this child was the Christ, sent to carry out God’s will for salvation. His road
would not be easy. Jesus himself would ask to not have to endure it (Luke 22:42), but he none-the-less
knew that he had been sent for God’s will and purpose, which we can see all the way back here in his
dedication at the temple.
Luke 2: 36-38 - Anna’s Devotion Proclamation
Anna is another example of a person who was, like Simeon, devoted to seeking after God. Although not
as much is said concerning Anna, it is obvious that she was also living with a sense of expectation for
consolation and redemption. Anna, even at an old age, was still seeking and hoping and faithfully
waiting on God’s salvation. Her entire day was devoted to worship through fasting and prayer. Although
we do not receive revelation from God on account of anything we might do, it is important for us to see
again that God uses people who are earnestly seeking him to proclaim his good news.
A Look Back:
This passage isn’t about Simeon, it isn’t about Anna, it isn’t about Mary and Joseph and the amazing
events that they got to witness and be part of. This story is about Jesus. The whole Bible is about Jesus.
He is the one people had been longing for and waiting for not just for a few hundred years, but since
man was first separated from God at the fall. This was the savior, not just of Israel, but also of the whole

world. He’s the one who can truly be the “Consolation of Israel.” He is the fulfillment of passages such as
Isaiah 41:1-5 and Isaiah 51 because he’s the only one who brings comfort and pardons iniquity. This little
child, God who had taken on flesh, was God’s revelation to the world. God had come to us—literally
stepped out of heaven to come and save us. Jesus was here to bring heaven to earth, to bring
redemption and consolation to this broken world. However, this salvation would have a cost. Jesus
would grow up to live a perfect life and go to the cross to fulfill his purpose: to pay the price for our sins.
He died to pay our debt and rose to conquer the death we deserve. Yes, we can take lessons from the
devotion of Simeon and Anna, but the truth to glean here is that SALVATION IS HERE!
Application:
1. Simeon’s greatest desire was to see God’s salvation. Is this your greatest desire? How so?
What does your time, your calendar, your schedule say about what your greatest desire is? Is
it to do well in school; is it to have good friends or lots of fun? (This isn’t to say that school,
friends, having fun is bad, but what is our purpose behind all of that? Is it for us or is it for
God?)
2. We notice that Simeon and Anna apparently stood out from the other people of that day in
that they were waiting and expecting God’s Salvation. Why were they able to see what God
was revealing? What can we learn from them?
3. Waiting sometime conjures in our mind an idea of passively sitting around. How can we be
active in waiting on the Lord?
4. The Holy Spirit was upon Simeon. It had a tremendous impact on his life. If you’re a believer,
you have the Holy Spirit living inside you. How does the Holy Spirit empower you? How does it
guide you? Do you listen to it? Do you yield to it? How so?

Resources:
ESV Study Bible. Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008.
The Interpreters Bible, Volume VIII, Luke-John. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1952. Print.

